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Introduction

This Civics syllabus is a revised version which has been prepared to replace that of
1996 which has phased out. The revision process focused on change in paradigm
from that of content based to competence based curriculum. Moreover, the revision
was inevitable due to the fact that the1996 syllabus did not sufficiently consider the
current social, cultural, global, technological, subject biases and cross cutting issues
taking place worldwide but particularly in Tanzanian Society.

In addition, the revision has also taken into consideration on the requirements for the
Secondary Education Development Plan (SEDP). This syllabus has been introduced
for implementation from January 2005.

Aims and Objectives of Education in Tanzania
The general objectives of education in Tanzania are to:
Guide and promote the development and improvement of the personalities of the
citizens of Tanzania, their human resources and effective utilization of those resources
in bringing about individual and national development.

Promote the acquisition of appropriate culture, customs and traditions of the people
of Tanzania.

Promote the acquisition and appropriate use of literary, social, scientific, vocational,
technological, professional and other forms of knowledge, skills and understanding
for the development and improvement of the condition of man and society.

Develop and promote self-confidence and an inquiring mind, an understanding and
respect for human dignity and human rights and a readiness to work hard for personal
self-advancement and national improvement.

Enable and expand the scope of acquisition, improvement and upgrading

of mental, practical, productive and other life skills needed to meet the
changing needs of industry and the economy.

Enable every citizen to understand the fundamentals of the National.

Constitution as well as the enshrined human and civic rights, obligations and
responsibilities.

Promote love for work, self and wage employment and improved performance in the
production and service sectors.

Inculcate principles of the national ethics and integrity, national and international
cooperation, peace and justice through the study, understanding and adherence to the
provisions of the National Constitution and other international basic charters.

Enable a rational use, management and conservation of the environment].
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Aims and Objectives of Secondary Education

In Tanzania Secondary education refers to post primary formal education offered to
learners who successfully completed seven years of primary education and have met
the requisite entry qualifications.

The aims and objectives of secondary education are to:
Consolidate and broaden the basic ideas, knowledge, skills and attitudes acquired and
developed at the primary education level.

Enhance further development and appreciation of national unity, identity, ethics,
personal integrity, respect for human rights, cultural and moral values, customs,
traditions and civic responsibilities and obligations.

Promote linguistic ability and effective use of communication skills in Kiswahili,
English and other languages.

Prepare opportunities for the acquisition of knowledge, skills, attitudes, and
understanding in prescribed or selected fields of study.

Prepare students for tertiary and higher education, vocational, technical and
professional training.

Inculcate a sense and ability for self-study, self-confidence and self- advancement in
new frontiers of science and technology, academic and occupational knowledge and
skills.

Prepare students to join the world of work.

General Subject Competences

General competences are expressions that describe what a secondary school student
does as a result of learning this subject. The student who has successfully completed
the Civics course should have an ability to :

Demonstrate knowledge and appreciation for our cultural heritage andnatural
resources and an ability to preserve them.

Demonstrate an understanding of globalization issues and ability to reflect critically
on their impact on our society.

Demonstrate knowledge of and respect for the rights and responsibilities of a citizen
ina democratic state.

Collect, select, organize and analyse information related to current events which
shape the development of our country.

Demonstrate willingness to work hard for his/her own and national development.

Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of democratic values and
competently participates in the democratic processes.
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Demonstrate knowledge of the government, its workings and participates effectively
in it establishment and running.

Demonstrate knowledge of Cross-Cutting Issues (CCI) their impact on our society
and takes appropriate action.

General Subject Objectives

The teaching of Civics is intended to enable students to:

Promote an understanding and appreciation for our nation, its culture and better
management of our resources.

Develop an understanding and appreciation of the current international understanding
and cooperation and be able to evaluate its impact on our society.

Develop civic responsibility and active civic participation.

Develop the ability of collecting and analyzing information about current events
which shape the social, cultural, political, economical and technological development
of the Tanzania society.

Enable students develop into full human personalities who are able to accept the
challenges of working hard for their own development and the  development of the
nation.

Develop an understanding of what democracy is, an appreciation of its values and
participation in its development.

Promote an understanding of the concept of government, its purpose and
importance, its organization so as to prepare them for participation in its
establishment and running.

Promote an understanding of cross-cutting issues, their impact upon the society and
intervention steps to be taken for our own national interests.

Structure of the Syllabus

The syllabus contains two main parts. Part one contains an introduction, the
general competences and objectives of the teaching the subject. Part two contains
the following; the class level competences, class level objectives, topics, sub-
topics, specific objectives, teaching/learning strategies, teaching/ learning materials,
assessment and number of periods.

Class level competences
There are the skills, knowledge and attitudes that the learner is expected to have
achieved after completing a particular class.
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Class level objectives
These are sets of behavioural changes to be exhibited by teacher learner after
completion of a course in a given class.

Topics

These are general contents of the subject matter that are expected to be used to in
each class over a year to develop the intended competences.

Sub-topics

These are smaller division of the topics and are teachable.

Specific objectives

These have been developed from each sub-topic. Specific objectives outline the
specific competence or skills whether cognitive, psychomotor or affective which the
student should be able to accomplish.

Teaching and learning strategies

These are the methods that a teacher is expected to employ while teaching a particular
specific objective. The teacher is strongly advised to use only those participatory
and learner-centred strategies in order to enhance the teaching/ learning process. The
teacher should also intent other appropriate strategies of his/her own apart from those
suggested in the syllabus.

Teaching and Learning Materials

These are the teaching and learning resources the teacher is expected to use while
teaching his/her subject matter. The teacher is also expected to identify and improvise
other relevant teaching/learning materials available in his/her locality.

Assessment

For every specific instructional objective, there is suggested question or area for
assessment, formative and summative assessment should be geared towards mastering
all the competences and skills developed within the course. The teacher should use
tools of assessment to make assessment of a student by the end of the lesson. These
tools are for example; exercises, tests, quiz, role plays, examinations, project work
and portfolios.

Number of periods

Number of periods is an estimated time to be used to teach a given topic/

sub-topic. Each period is 40 minutes. The numbers of periods have been taken
into account the time needed to adequately cover the sub-topic. Some topics need
more time than others depending on the nature and weight of the topic. The teacher
is advised to make maximum use of time allocated in classroom instruction. Lost
instructional time should always be compensated for.
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DECLARATION
Ordinary level secondary education is a four year course which has been designed to prepare
students for the Advanced level or other tertiary education. A student will be recognised as
a form four graduate when he/she successfully completes and pass secondary education
examinations conducted by the National Examination Council of Tanzania
This document is hereby declared as the Syllabus of Civics subject for ordinary secondary
education course.

MM, Wassea

Commissioner for Education
Ministry of Education and Vocational Training
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FORM ONE

CLASS LEVEL COMPETENCES

o g s~ wbdhPF

Student should have the ability to:
Demonstrate willingness to work hard and diligently for self and national development.

Demonstrate respect for human rights and individual dignity.

Demonstrate an understanding of his/her civic responsibilities and fulfils them.
Analyze matters relating to family issues and makes the right decisions.

Use roads correctly and safely.

Demonstrate knowledge and ability to apply life skills in life.

CLASS LEVEL OBJECTIVES

a)
b)

c)
d)

By the end of Form One the students should be able to:
Show an appreciation of the importance for work for self development and that of the
nation.

Demonstrate the ability to recognize and respect human rights and dignity.
Show an understanding of civic responsibilities and be able to fulfill them.

Show an understanding on matters related to courtship, marriage and family
relationships.

Use roads correctly and safely.

Explain the meaning of life skills and apply them in their lives.
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FORM TWO

CLASS LEVEL COMPETENCES
Student should have the ability to:
1. Apply problem solving techniques.

2. Demonstrate an understanding of the concept, structure and functioning of

government and participates in its running.

3. Demonstrate knowledge of democratic principles and competently
participates in democratic processes.

4. Demonstrate responsible sexual behaviour and gender relations.

CLASS LEVEL OBJECTIVES

By the end of Form Two course, the student should be able to:
a) Apply problem solving techniques in real life situations.

b) Demonstrate an understanding of his/her government.
c) Explain what democracy is and participate in democratic activities.

d) Promote knowledge of good sexual behaviour and gender concepts.
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FORM THREE

CLASS LEVEL COMPETENCES
Student should have the ability to:

1. Demonstrate good leadership, team work, positive relationships, self worth and confidence.
2. Access and analyse information on social and economic development and draw conclusions.

3. Demonstrate knowledge on the magnitude of the problem of poverty in Tanzania and work
diligently in an effort to advance her/himself.

CLASS LEVEL OBJECTIVES

By the end of Form Three, student should be able to:

a) Explain the importance of good leadership, team work, positive relationships, self worth
and confidence qualities.

b) Show an understanding of concepts, factors for, and indicators of economic and social
development of our country.

c) Show an understanding of the problem of poverty in Tanzania and work diligently towards
its alleviation at personal level.
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FORM FOUR

CLASS LEVEL COMPETENCES
Student should have the ability to:
1. Apply life skills to deal with real life situations.
2. Demonstrate knowledge of national cultural values and willingness to promote the positive

ones.
3. Collect, classify and analyse information on prevailing globalisation issues and their effects

on Tanzania and deal with them at personal level.

CLASS LEVEL OBJECTIVES
By the end of Form Four course, the student should be able to:
a) Apply life skills in real life situations.
b) Show an understanding and appreciation of national cultural values.

¢) Show an understanding of globalisation issues and ability to alleviate their
negetive effects at personal level.
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